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FOR THE FRIEND. 


JOHN FREDERICK OBERLIN. 


It is truly exhilarating to reflect upon the 
happy re »volution which might be brought about 
—the immense diminution in the sum of. hu- 
man guilt and misery, and consequent acces- 
sion to the general happimess, were all those 
whose suffrages are on the side of virtue, 
wherever situated, and in whatever condition, 
sufficiently alive to the necessity of exerting 
all their energies, and in filial reliance upon 
the divine blessing on their humble efforts, of 
contributing to the utmost of their ability, to 
ihe restoration of that pristine harmony, which 
(doubtless) it was the design of Author 
should pervade this fair creation. One of the 
lessons to be inferred from the parable in the 
gospel, of the distribution of the talents, is, 
that the reward 1s not to be graduated with any 
reference to the means—to the extent of the 
sifts entrusted, but to the integrity of pur- 
pose, the alacrity, and the faithfulness evinced 
in the stewardship. Hence is to be derived 
the strongest encouragement, because sanc- 
tioned by the highest authority, and applicable 
to every modification of human allotment, 
chee rfully and sedulously to occupy the talent, 
and improve the means, with which, in the ad- 
ministration of the divine providence, we have 
been furnished. It is often pleaded, in excuse 
for supineness and neglect, even by persons of 
amiable and virtuous inclinations, that their op- 
portunities are too few, their sphere of action 
too limited, and their resources too inconsider- 
able, to make their efiorts of any importance; 
while they amuse themselves with dreams of 
the benevolent enterprizes in which they would 
delight to engage; of the vast amount of good 
which they would perform, provided they were 
in the possession of riches, or power, or super- 
eminent mental endowments. But it is far 
from being clear, were individuals of this 
deseription to be gratified to the utmost limit 


of their desires, that the same sluggishness of] district is covered with wood: 
temperament would not accompany the change. | is partly pasture and partly arable land. 


‘To those habitual obstacles to useful exertion, 
it is to be feared, would be superadded many, 
vet more difficult to surmount. Wealth hath 
its load of cares, and its appropriate tempta- 
hions: power has ofien enough to do to coun- 
feract the machinations of rivalship; and ge- 






























justly assignable to that portion of mankind at 


nius is too liable, in its erratic flight, to over-| necessaries of life. Now the population con- 
look or lose sight of those opportunities for} sists of upwards of three thousand, who pro- 
effecting solid benefits, which ordinarily are|cure their livelihood by the labours of agricul- 
to be found in the beaten track. ‘The truth|ture and manufacture, and appear be, in 
is, it requires only the inclination, the will, the| every respect, a happy and contented people. 

simplicity and single ness of purpose, of a vir-| This great change is chiefly to be ascribed 
tuous and devote xd heart, to ensure to almost/to Oberlin, who remained pastor of Waldbach 
every one, of whatever condition in life, the|for 
capacity of being fruitful in the field of offer- 
ing; and so far from the mere adventitious cir- 
cumstances of riches, power, and genius, being | 
indispensable pre-requisites, that a correct 
estimate of the instrumental causes which have 
combined to produce the aggregate amount of 
good in the world, it is believed, would lead to 
the conclusion, that much the largest share is 


than half a century. But the way 
was in some degree prepared by the labours 
{ G. Stouber, his worthy predecessor, who, 
rightly judging, that a good education is the 
basis of all social improveme nt, directed his 
attention to the state of the schools, which 
previously had been miserably conducted. 
Through his perseverance and judicious ma 
nagement, a very important change for the 
better was eflected; the prejudices of the peo 
ple, which, at first, were much opposed to his 
measures of reform, were overcome, and the 
schools brought into a flourishing condition. 
In this laudable work, Stouber was aided by 
the co-operation of his amiable wife, who be 
came his willing associate in every benevolent 
exertion. But they had been united only thre: 
years when death tore her from his arms, and 
it would be a sufficient apology for this short 


more 


most, not above mediocrity as to property, and 
nearly on the same level in point of intellect. 
This train of thought was elicited, by reading 
1 The Christian Observer” for January last, 
a memoir respecting the remarkable mdividual 
whose name appears at the head of uns article. 
The incidents in the life of this genuine phi- 
lanthropist and exemplary Christian, we shall 
present to our readers in a condensed form, 
prepared from the memoir alluded to, digression, iets pendent of what is due to Stou- 
other materials in our possession. ber himself, were it only for the sake of intro- 
John Frederick Oberlin, descended from a | duel ing the following epitaph, which the afflict 
learned family in Strasburg, (his father a le dd husband caused to be placed upon her tomb. 
respecti ible schoolmaster,) was born in that|* After three 
city in 1740, and in its university received his |S: alomé, wife 
education. In early youth he felt, for a short| parish, expired at Ban de la Roche, in th 
period, the attraction of military splendour, but, | simplicity of a useful and peaceful life, (the de- 
happily, the bias of his ardent mind was soon light of her benevolent heart,) and in the prime 
turned to a nobler object—he determined to|of youth and beauty. She died August 9th. 
devote his talents to the cause of religion, and| 1764, aged twenty years. Near this spot, her 
in 1767 became pastor of the Waldbach.| husband has deposited her mortal remains, un- 
Here, secluded from society, and almost out)certain whether he is more sensible of the 
of the reach of his connections, an opportunity | grief of having lost, or the glory of having pos- 
presented itself of prosecuting his hterary re-| sessed her.” 
searches to an extent, which, in a more public | Three years after this, Oberlin succeeded to 
situation, would have been impracticable. The! the station. In the year following (1768) he 
temptation was powerful and fascinating—a! married a very amiable and pious young wo- 
cultivated mind must have felt its force. But) man of Stras sburg,an orphan, named Madeleine 
Oberlin was swayed by higher motives. iSalomé Witter, who c ne erfully entered into 
The Ban de la Roche, in the de partment of| her husband’s plans o In the 
the Vosges, is a mountainous district in the) prosecution of these rr Oberlin soon had 
north east extremity of France, on the borders| to encounter the prejudices which are usually 
of Germany, and about 220 miles east of Paris. | 
It consists of two parishes, Rotham and Wald- | informed to imagine that old practices are al- 
bach. Rotham is plac ed at the height of 1360] ways safe, but that whatever is new must be 
feet above the level of the sea, and Waldbach! pernicious. So determ ined were some of his 
at about 1800. Upwards of one-third of the) flock in their opposition, that they actually 
the remainder} formed the design of inflicting upon him some 
Being informed of their in- 
ltention. which was to be executed on the first 


and 





years of marriage, Marguerite 


of G. Stouber, minister of this 


" beneficence. 


attendant on ignorance, and which lead the ill 


| personal imyjury. 

A hundred years ago, this country was un- 
cultivated, and scarcely accessible. lourscore iday of the wee ‘k, he took occasion to preach 
families gained a scanty subsistence from its!on our Saviour’s words, “ Resist not evil; but 
precarious produce, but lived in a state of de-| whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
plorable wretchedness, being destitute of all| turn to him the other also.’ The discontent 


| the comforts, and provided with but few of the| ed faction met after the sermon, at the hous 
} 
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——— Sa ere 


of one of their party; but how great was their | 


surprise when Oberlin himself came to them, 
and said, “ My frends, your intention was 
known tome. It is better that I should put 
myself into your hands, than that you should | 
lie in ambush for me.’ Ashamed of their | 
wicked intentions, they instantly implored and | 
obtained his forgiveness, and from that time | 


entered with zeal and affection into his benefi- | 


cent views. 

As soon as he perceived the situation of his 
parish, and the great room for improvement, 
his resolution was formed. ‘The good of his 
flock became the paramount object of his re- 
gard; to them his best energies were devoted; 
for their temporal as well as eternal welfare he 


FOR THE FRIEND. 


To the memory of M. M. 


Rest, gentle spirit! thou shalt wake 

In climes that know nor grief nor crime, 
And soon upon thine eyes shall break 

The dawn of Heaven’s immortal! prime. 


Rest! for the winged shaft has flown, 
Thy weary pilgrimage is o'er; 

Life has no griefs thou hast not known, 
Nor Death one pang unfelt before. 


I’ve wept o’er manhood’s opening bloom— 
I've wept o’er beauty’s perish’d grace; 
But may not sorrow o’er thy tomb, 
Nor give one vain regret a place. 


For thine was life’s protracted draught, 


streams of water glide. These plains furnish im- 
mense pasturage, and numberless herds of cattle ar: 
dispersed over them. Horses are plenty, and are 
used for servile purposes. Numerous flocks of sheep, 
goats, and swine, cover the valleys and bills. On 
Tennessee, Ustanala, and Canasagi rivers, Cheroke: 
commerce floats. The climate is delicious and 
| healthy; the winters are mild. The spring clothes 
the ground with its richest scenery. Cherokee 
flowers, of exquisite beauty and variegated hues, 
meet and fascinate the eye in every direction. In 
the plains and valleys, the soil is generally rich; pro- 
| ducing Indian corn, cotton, tobacco, wheat, oats, in- 
digo, sweet and Irish potatoes. The natives carry 
on considerable trade with the adjoining states ; and 
some of them export cotton in boats down the Ten- 
nessee to the Mississippi, and down that river to 
New Orleans. Apple and peach orchards are quite 
common, and gardens are cultivated, and much at- 
tention paid to them. Butter and cheese are seen 





























laboured with unwearied solicitude, and he has 
lived to see his exertions in a remarkable de- 
vree crowned with success. When he entered 
on his pastoral functions, there was not one 
school house in all the five villages of his pa- 
rish. A miserable hut with little room, was 
the only accommodation afforded. ‘This diffi- 
eulty was soon removed. Partly at his own 
expense, and partly by the assistance of some 
benevolent friends at Strasburgh, he procured 
the erection of a suitable building in one of 
the villages. In the course of a few years the 
example was imitated, and there is now not a 
village without a school house. Having en- 
gaged competent masters for these schools, 
berlin was anxious that the children should 
be in some degree prepared for the instruction 
they would now receive. Tor this purpose, he 
hired governesses in each village, and placed 
under their care the younger children. Here 
they were taught to spin, to knit, and to sew. 
The conductresses were furnished with en- 
gravings of sacred and natural history, of which 
the worthy pastor himself gave the explana- 
tion, to be communicated to their juvenile pu- 
pils. In summer, they gathered plants, and 
learned their names, properties, and uses; in 
winter, they painted little maps of the Ban de 
la Roche, France, Europe, &c. Thus train- 


Till all its sparkling joys had flown ; 
And thee shal! seraph pinions waft 
To thy beloy’d Redeemer’s throne. 


The hand of Death could nought impair 
Thy features’ mild and tranquil grace; 
For heavenly thoughts seem hovering there, 

As loth to leave their dwelling place. 






The social voice, the tones of mirth, 
Are mute in sorrow for the dead, 
And sadness, that thy cherish’d hearth 

Must echo soon the stranger’s tread. 


Soon shall our race be swept away, 

As waves chase waves on ocean’s shore ; 
All trace of thee and thine decay, 

Our very graves be ours no more. . 


Yet brief though be that wave’s career, 
Unmark’d from myriads rolling by; 
Whatever life to us has dear 
Upon it float and with it die, 


For on that dark and wintry tide 
The halcyon love will deign to dwell; 
And midst the tempest’s raging pride, 
Are seraph anthems heard to swell. 


Then come, Oblivion! to thy power 
I freely give our names and date; 
So may we live life’s transient hour 
As she has lived, and share her fate. 


on Cherokee tables. There are many public roads 
in the nation, and houses of entertainment kept by 
natives. Numerous and flourishing villages are seen 


in every section of the country. Cotton and wool- 


len cloths are manufactured here. Blankets, of va- 


rious dimensions, manufactured by Cherokee hands, 
are very common. Almost every family in the na- 
tion grows cotton for its own consumption.’ Industry 
and commercial enterprise are extending themselves 
in every part. Nearly all the merchants in the nation 
are native Cherokees. Agricultural pursuits (the most 
solid foundation of our national prosperity) engage 
the chief attention of the people. Different branches 
in mechanics are pursued. The population is rapid- 
ly increasing. In the year 1819, an estimate was 
made of all the Cherokees. Those on the west 
were estimated at 5000, and those on the east of Mis- 
sissippi, at 10,000 souls. The census of this division 
of the Cherokees has again been taken within the 
current year, and the returns are thus made: native 
citizens, 13,563; white men married in the nation, 
147; white women do. do. 73; African slaves, 1,277. 
If this summary of Cherokee population from the 
census is correct, to say nothing of those of foreign 
extract, we find, that in six years, the increase has 
been 3.563 souls. If we judge the future by the past, 
to what number will the Cherokee population swell 
in 1856? 

White men in the nation enjoy all the immunities 
and privileges of the Cherokee people, except that 
they are not eligible to public offices. In the above 
computation of the present year, you perceive that 
there are some African slaves among us, They have 
been from time to time brought in and sold by white 
men: they are, however, generally well treated, and 


ed, the children entered the public schools, oe they much prefer living in the nation, to a residence 
where the masters taught them reading, writ- SN eee ean nae San 

> the gy s We insert the following, taken from the|ture of Cherokee and African blood. The presump- 
ing, arithmetic, geography, and sacred and 


profane history. A weekly meeting of all the ae hurch Register o 12th an only on 
schools was established at Waldbach, when |'“ novelty ag hee.cr ge dein aboriginal ~— 
Oberlin inspected and examined them, com- ture, but _ itself pleasant and racy, with a 
saeeinated to them useful knowledvc, and dis- |mixture of good feeling, though, it must be ad- 
tributed prizes of valuable books, furnished by ponent desultory, and perhaps rather 
the generosity of his friends at Strasbure. jovercharged uaa hyperbolical—or, ae 
Other improvements followed. A public |i- ‘\aomene may, & tittle.oF the indian. im it. 
brary was formed; an electrical machine and gp es - ce 
mathematical instruments were procured; a| — . nee —_— ann 
collection of indigenous plants was arranged; | By David Brow, a netics Chessher. 
and care taken that the botanical knowledge|, | will here give you a faint picture of the Chero- 
already acquired by the children should be ex- enon and its inhabitants. In the mean time, 
. ° . , | however, it must be borne in mind, that it is the mass 
tended and put in practice. When they walk-| 


; | 7 jand common people that form the character of a na- 
ed into the fields, they were instructed to mark |tion, and not officers of government, nor the lowest 
such plants as were useful for food, and to de- | grade of peasantry. 
stroy such as were poisonous. ‘This know-| , The Cherokee nation, you know, is im about 35 
ledge proved so beneficial, that during the dis-|“°27°** north latitude; bounded on the north and 
y 1047 6 | west by the state of Tennessee ; on the south by Ala- 
astrous months of 1817, when the harvests |bama, and on the east by Georgia and North Caro- 
failed, and potatoes were extremely scarce, the |lina, This country is well watered; abundant springs 
accurate acquaintance of the people with the jor pure water are found in every part. A range of 
vegetable productions of their canton, contri- pen sca = lofty ee atreteh oe 
: . ; . jacross the nation. 1e northern part of the nati 
buted to prevent the most distressing dis- |i, hilly and mountainous. In the caniiatn and well 
eases. ern parts, there are extensive and fertile plains, cov- 


(To be continued.) ered partly with tall trees, through which beautiful 


tion is, that the Cherokees will, at no distant day, 
co-operate with the humane efforts of those who are 
liberating and sending this proscribed race to the 
land of their fathers. National ‘pride, patriotism, 
and a spirit of independence, mark the Cherokee cha- 
racter. 

The Christian religion is the religion of the na- 
tion. Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, and Mo- 
ravians, are the most numerous sects. Some of th: 
most influential characters are members of the 
churches, and live consistently with their profes- 
sions. The whole nation is penetrated with grati- 
tude for the aid it has received from the United 
States’ government, and from different religious so- 
cieties. Schools are increasing every year: learning 
is encouraged and rewarded. The young class ac- 
quire the English, and those of mature age the Che- 
rokee system of learning. The female character is 
elevated and duly respected. Indolence is discoun- 
tenanced. Our native language, in its philosophy, 
ee and symphony, is inferior to few, if any, in 
the world. Our relations with all nations, savage or 
ES are of the most friendly character. We are 


out of debt, and our public revenue is in a flourish- 
ing condition. Besides the amount arising from im- 
postsa perpetual anuuity is due from the United States 
in consideration of lands ceded in former periods. 
Our system of government, founded on republican 
principles, by which justice is equally distributed, se- 
cures the respect of the people. Newtown, pleasantly 
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situated in the centre of the nation, and at the junc- 
tion of Canasagi and Gusuwati, two beautiful 
streams, is the seat of government. The legislative 
power is vested in what is denominated, in native 

dialect, Tsalagi Tinilawigi, consisting of a national 
committee and council. Members of both branches 
are chosen by and from the people, for a limited pe- 

riod. In Newtown, a printing press is soon to be 
estublished; also a national library and a museum. 
Immense concourse of people frequent the seat of go- 


vernment, when Tsalagi Tinilawigi is in session, 
which takes place once a year. 
—>—_ 
PRETENDED DISCOVERIES IN THE 
MOON. 


The continental writers have much exaggerated 
the powers and penetration of the telescope ; indeed, 
the time is not far distant, when it was gravely as- 
serted, that works of art had been recognised in our 
satellite, the moon. The fallacy of this circumstance 
may be easily shown to our readers by the following 
simple considerations.—Let a person direct the tubes 
of a telescope (without the glasses) to any celestial 
object, and there fix them; he will soon find that in 
a short space of time, the object will have removed 
from before the mouth of the tube. Now, this mo- 
tion of the celestial bodies, which is only apparent, 
arises from the revolution of our earth on her axis ; 
and the quantity of this motion may be determined 
with facility, thus:—the earth is known to revolve 
once about her axis in 24 hours, and as every circle 
is supposed to be divided into 360 equal parts or de- 
grees, the apparent time any celestial body takes to 
describe one degree, will be found by dividing the 24 
hours by 360, which gives us four minutes, as the 
time an object would pass the mouth of the tube, if 
it only takes in one degree of the heavens. 

Now, if we suppose the glasses to be placed in the 

tubes, the magnifying power of the instrument being 
60, and we direct it (as before) to an object, as the 
moon, whose diameter is about half a degree, the 
time of her passing or transit will be one minute, 
if the field of view be, as in the ordinary telescopes, 
about 30 degrees, which the moon would exactly oc- 
cupy. Ifthe power of the telescope be increased 10 
times, the eye-piece having the same angle of vision, 
only one-hundredth part of the moon would be seen 
at once, 100 being the square of 10, the increased 
power of the instrument ; and the time this portion 
of the moon would pass the telescope is six seconds. 
\gain, if we increase the power ten times, so that its 
linear amplification of an object is 6000 times, only a 
one-ten thousandth part of the moon’s surface could 
he seen in the field of view; or the planet Saturn, 
whose apparent diameter is ten seconds, would just 
till it, and the time of their passing the instrument 
would be only six-tenths of a second, 

Having thus shown the amazing velocity a pla- 
net passes the mouth of a telescope with these high 

powers, we shall next proceed to point out the aper- 
tures and amplification necessary for observing some 
given measure on the surface of the moon. First, we 
must determine the angle every object must subtend 
to the eye, in order to render it visible; this is found 
on an average for different sights to be one minute, 
that is, when an object is removed from the eye about 
3000 times its own diameter, it will only be just dis- 
tinguishable. From this we can now determine the 
extent of the smallest part of the moon’s surface dis- 
coverable by the unassisted eye. lis real diameter 
being 2100 miles, which divided by the number of 
minutes which its apparent diameter subte nds, (viz. 
30,) gives us 70 miles as the measure of the least dis- 
tinct spot seen by the naked eye; therefore, we know 
that, if a telescope magnifies 70 times, we can just 
discern a spot one mile in diameter on the moon’s 
surface ; and to recognize any object 10 feet in dia- 
meter, we shall find by this rule the magnifying pow 

er of the telescope must be 37100 times, and the an 
meter of an objec$-glass or metal for such an instru- 
ment may be found by the method described in (18): 
which, if we suppose a pencil of rays one-fiftieth of 
an inch in diameter will admit sufficient light to the 
eye, the diameter of the speculum must be 62 fect, 
and its focal distance 309 feet, when 
one-tenth of an inch is employed. These calcula- 


nan eye-glass of 
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tions must convince the reader of our inability for| him. 
making such — ations ; for if the impossibility of He has a family of ungodly children wh« 
proc uring such enormous instruments were ove r-| pierce his heart through with many Sorrows; 
come, they weal be so unwieldy as entirely to pre-| threatened with pove rty; his son Simeon had just 
vent our using them.—Library of Useful Knowledge. | been taken from him, and he dreaded the worst; tie 
| iniomnition of age were cre ping upon him, and he 
| was called to give up his beloved Benjamin; in 
From the last number of Liitteli’s “ Re li-| word, he thought his gray hairs were hastening » 
gious Magazine”’ is derived the following, ori-| Seow to the \nd who can wonder at his 
ginally published in ** The Baptist Magazine,’ “a laiming, “ ail these things are against me: 


: aera : But yet he was mistaken. His vy ;w not c¢ 
> . + _ ‘als. . — ‘ s Ss views Were not cor 
one of the British periodica! It evidently} pect. Had what he cai inieatGamactaemed ae 


savours of a mind well discipline «din the se hool | to humble him, and should have led to sorrow on ac 
of Christian e xpe rience and re signation—is) count of sin. We have no right to complain of the 
expressed in terms of peculiar benignity and | cispe aeata s of God, however severe; for “ where- 
ore shoulda | nan compl a mi or the 
tenderness; and while it conveys the language| “Ore, SBould @ Living man complain, a man for th 
~ | punishment of his sins if we set ourselves against 
of needful reproof, happily intermixed with) ¢ 


God, we ought not to murmur if his providence is 
consolation and encouragement, it may be,| 


against us. But the language is that of mistake. 
that, in these times of manifold affliction, of| These things were not against him; they would not 


tribulation in the church, tribulation in fami-| %e¢? bim down into the grave. Let him look ove: 
: a . . . his life again. If he had been exiled from home, 
lies, of inward conflict and troubles from with- 


; g ‘ 7 . | God had found him another and a better; if he hac 
out, it will prove as a “ drink of the brook in 


: laboured, God had given him a reward; if he had 
the way, and cause some to * lift up the} been persecuted, he had also been supported under 
head.” 


it; if he had been oppressed, the divine hand had in- 
terposed in his favour; if Jehovah had taken away 
his beloved Rachel, he had given him himself; a 
if Joseph be indeed gone, he shall see him, and his 
endeared Rachel, and each of his pious friends, in a 
future world. Let him look at his present state, ane 
if poverty threatens him with its approach, is not 
God also at his right hand? If his children are 
wicked, if he cannot blame himself for neglect or im- 
proper indulgences extended to them, why should he 
be so much discouraged If 
and Benjamin are all removed, all is under the 


But the present is painful, and the future 
| | gloomy. 


he wa 


pe 


grave. 


r 
I 


nd 


ON GIVING WAY TO A SPIRIT OF 
SPONDENCY. 
Genesis xlii. 
Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan His work in vain; 
God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain.—Cowper. 


DE- 


; : ‘ and Simeo 
It is both interesting and profitable to trace the Joseph, and Simeon. 


lives and sorrows of the people of God in past ages. 


su- 


As we read of the various incidents that attended| Pet™tendence of him who must do right. And wt 
them through life, we seem to possess their feelings, | * mistake in reference to the future! The dark 


. ae . . . 8 s ; »vere _ i 
we desire to imitate their virtues, and are anxious to clouds that now hovered over him 


avoid their defects. We feel pity for them in their 
sorrows, and when we see them taking them to a 
throne of grace, and deriving from * the God of all 
comfort” the support they need, we rejoice that we| 
have the same God to fly to, the same arguments to 
plead before him, and the same encouragement to| 
expect a gracious attention to our prayers. 

Few of the patriarchs present a more interesting 
character for our contemplation than Jacob. He 
was a man of genuine worth. That he was the sub-| 


Are big with mercy, and shall break 

In blessings on his head. 
Joseph is yet alive—Simeon shall soon be free—Ben 
jammin is about being elevated to honour—and a fine 
old age of peace and happiness awaits the patriarch 
himself. Ah, what mistaken views do Christians 
form, when they say, * All these things are against 
me!” Nosuch thing: all work together for good to 
those who love God. All was now tending to ac- 





| complish the infinitely wise plans of Jehovah, t 
ject of many imperfections we cannot deny, but that}make Jacob's family happy, and “to save much 
he eminently displayed many virtues is more than| people alive.” 
equally evident. We may profit gre atly by the ac-| Christians now make the same mistake as Jacob 


jut they are wrong, for they 
}are designed to sanctify their souls, to teach them 
the sinfulness and vanity of the world, to endear to 
them the promises of God on eartl 
ments of God in heaven. 

But the mistake of Jacob was not only a great but 
a criminal one. 


i, and the enjoy- 


Most of our mistakes are ofa sinful! 
character, and those which resemble this are very 
criminal. The language of Jacob seemed to reflect 
on the divine character. Is not God the Father and 
the Friend of his people? Does he not love them, 
and can he change in the purposes of his love to- 
wards them? Why should such a thought be indulged 

Has he not said “I the Lord change not And 
does he not possess all the power we need to protect 


‘ onfide nee 


count given us of his errors and mis stakes; and it will| did when afflictions overtake them, and sorrows seem 
be happy for us if the review of his improprieties| to oppress their souls. 
should guard us from falling into them ourselves. 
The view that even the good man takes of the | 
divine conduct is very contracted; there remains in| 
the hearts of the best men a spirit of depravity prone | 
to misinterpret and murmur ‘against the providence | 
of God; and Jehovah is pleased to clothe his deal- | 
ings with us in mystery: these things may account| 
for Jacob saying, on the occasion to which our at-| 
tention is now directed, * All these things are against | 
me.” 
Language like this it is painful to hear, and the 
man who utters it must surely be in very distressing 
crrcumstances. What! No light e! touds in the hori- 
zon? Isall darkness? Is there no sweetness in the 
cup of sorrow? Was there nothing to comfort him| us, and that is requisite to accomplish the design ef 
amidst his disasters? Of light and comfort he will| his love? Has he not the wisdom that can convert 
not hear; he yields to the influence of desponde ncy,| our greatest trials into the greatest benefits? Has 
and says, “All these things are against me.” | he not always delivered us, and would it not be ou: 
And who that considers his trials can be st urprised | wisest plan to say, “he who hath delivered will yet 
at the exclamation? What a scene of troubles had | deliver Why, because all is dark and enveloped 
his whole life been! Exiled in early life from the | in mystery, should we encourage our fears? If we 
home ofa kind and indulgent father—called to en-|loved God as we ought to do, we should indulge « 
dure the persecution and cruelty of a wicked brother that he would direct all for our good. 
—compelled to labour as a servant for his food—op- But the language of Jacob breathed a spirit of dis- 
pressed by his master, who ought to have treated him | belief of the divine promises, God had expressly as- 
with kindness; and when he enters on the enjoy-| sured him that in all places where he went, he would 
ments of domestic life, he loses his beloved Rachel,| be with him, and that he would never leave him til! 
and then his darling Joseph; no wonder he thinks| he had accomplished all the purposes of his mercy 
all things are opposed to his happiness. towards him. Jacob had acted wisely for his own 
His present condition too is painful, and seems to| happiness, as well as honourably towards God, had 
justify the language. It had been well if his sorrows] he believed this, and allowed the whole of his con- 
had past, and brighter prospects were opening before | duct to be influenced by it. This, however. was not 












































































































































a 
Rs 
‘ 


a sa 





THE FRIEND. 


ee EEE 
LL 


the case; and in this respect the people of Jehovah | 
are ever too much like him. What room for repent-} 
ance and humility! This criminal conduct was not} 
confined to the person or the times of Jacob. Though | 
God has ever been kind to his people, we have still) 
hearts disposed to murmur against his arrangements, 
and to say that all is against us, when, if we could 
see the whole of his designs, we should know the re- 
verse to be true. | 

Let us cast a glance towards Jacob when “the} 
mystery of God” towards him * is finished,” and he | 
is settled in comfort in the land of Egypt. Would} 
he not now be ashamed that ever he encouraged the} 
feelings of despondency, or entertained hard thoughts 
of God? Would he not be concerned to humble him-| 
self before the God of his mercies, who had rais« dj} 
him above all his fears? Oh what gratitude must 
he feel to that Being who had been his friend amidst | 
so much murmuring, and notwithstanding so much} 
impropriety of conduct! His future hopes would be | 
encouragod by his recollection of what God had done 
for him. And he would be concerned to encourage 
his children and his children’s children to let their 
faith and hope be in God, Let it be the concern of 
each of my readers in this respect to imitate the 
venerable patriarch. 

* All things,” saith an inspired apostle, “* work to-| 
gether for good to those who love God.” The grand 
inquiry then is, do we love Him? If so, we have no- 
thing to’ fear, for He is our friend, his providence is 
on our side, and nothing can be against us. But if 
we have no love to Him, he is our enemy; nothing 
can be for us, butall is for ever armed in opposition to | 
us, Let us possess an interest in his favour, and we 
sha'l then sing for ever,* He hath done all things} 

an 
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RICHARD JORDAN. 


Biographical Memoir of Richard Jordan, a\ 
Minister of the Gospel in the Society of| 
Friends, late of Newtown, in Gloucester' 
County, New Jersey. Phila. 1827, 2d Ed. 
The eflect of genuine religion in harmonizing 

the various conditions of life, is one of its most 

remarkable characteristics. By clearing the 
mind of all false ambition and envious sur- 
mises, it renders it contented with the allot- 
ment of Providence, superior to the extrinsic 
advantages of fortune or rank, and teaches us 
that the true measure of human excellence is 
not the number of the talents with which we 
are entrasted, but their faithful and dilieent 
improvement. The harmony with Which the 
members of the true church thus fulfil their pe- 
culiar and various duties, is strikingly con- 
trasted with the forwardness and jealousies that 
mark the pretenders to religion. “ The single 
talent well employed” enables its possessor to 
fill up the measure of his usefulness; and while, 
on the one hand, he is neither envious nor sus- | 
picious of him by whom the five or the ten 
have been doubled, he is hailed by the latter as| 
a Christian brother, and neither slighted for| 


his slender possessions, nor undervalued for! 
the more contracted sphere of his usefulness. 
The influence of a constant endeavour to abide 
in the light of Christ, in strengthening the men-| 
tal as well as the moral faculties, and in im-! 
parting dignity and weight to the character, 
has been rendered too painfully obvious by the 
contrast which the events of the present dis- 
astrous time exhibit, when so many have be-.| 
tempted to cast away their shield and their de- 
fence. 

While reviewing those events, and calling | 
te mind the men of promise and of gray hairs, 
who have wandered to the right hand and to! 
the left, in following the voice of the stranger, | 


jendured. ‘The effects of this unreserved dedi- 
cation of heart, were an habitual cheerfulness 


there is a melancholy pleasure in recalling 
also the names of those departed worthies 
whom we reverenced in youth, and respected 
and honoured in mature life, as the messengers 
of the everlasting gospel. ‘The subject of this 
brief memoir was one of the latest and bright- 
est of that constellation of departed worth, 
which shines the brighter in our memories for 


ithe gloom that has succeeded it. Educated in 


a remote section of the country, without the 
ordinary advantages of learning—placed, in 
the allotment of Providence, in narrow circum- 
stances, that compelled him to labour for his 
daily bread, Richard Jordan was an extraor- 
dinary example of the sufliciency of the divine 
grace. His career was marked by the most 
scrupulous justice—by a patriarchal simplicity 
of manners—a cheerful acquiescence in his 
lot—a tenderness of conscience, and an awful 
sense of the sacredness of his high calling, that 
prepared him for greater degrees of usefulness 
as his experience deepened and his faithfulness 


of temper, and a simplicity and innocency like 
that of childhood, which his large experience 
of life, and an understanding acute, original, 
and powerful, rendered singularly attractive 
and endearing. In his public ministry he was 
a fervent and apostolic preacher, to whose 
power and demonstration large numbers in 
both hemispheres can thankfully bear witness. 
He died as he had lived, in the hope of salva- 
tion through the merits of his Redeemer—a 
faith respecting which, he had often publicly 
declared, that if a belief in it was enthusiasm, 
he wished to live and to die such an enthusiast. 
The course of his religious services brought 
tichard Jordan into an intimate knowledge of 
the character and workings of that separating 
spirit which has rended the Society of Friends. 
Ile was one of the earliest to discover its ex- 
istence in America—he boldly and _ steadily 
exposed its real nature—watched its pregress 
with intense anxiety, and prophetically declar- 
ed on his dying bed, that “the Lord would 



















ought to require of his rational creatures. But while 
they were high in the profession of “ rational belief,” 
and the guidance of * the light within,” they adopt- 
ed and openly professed many ridiculous and absurd 
notions. 

Discontented and restless in themselves, and con- 
scious that they were professing to be what the 
Searcher of hearts knew they were not, they seemed 
ready to catch at any new scheme either in faith or 
practice, that might render them conspicuous, or 
which, by occupying their attention, would divert 
them from a sense of the corruptions of their own 
heart, and the great need they had of witnessing a 
change wrought in themselves. Renouncing the 
faith and principles of their forefathers, and disdain- 
ing the pure and simple doctrines of Christianity, 
they struck out for themselves a new system. A 
primary tenet of this system was, a denial of the 
truths of revelation, as recorded in the Bible, under 
the specious pretence that the “ light within,” as they 
irreverently called it, but which was nothing more 
than (heir own fallen reason, had given them to set 
beyond all letter and all outward evidence ; hence 
they rejected the doctrines of the essential divinity 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and his propitiatory sacri- 
fice on the cross for the sins of mankind, his media- 
tion and intercession ; regarding him in no higher 
point of view than as our holy example and pattern. 

Not satisfied with the clear and sublime account of 
the creation of the world, which Moses has written, 
they declared it to be an allegory, designed to con- 
vey some deep spiritual meaning ; they mysterized 
the description of the garden of Eden into a meta- 
phorical account of the human heart and its propen- 
sities, asserting that it was never intended to be con- 
strued literally ; and by the same convenient method 
they evaded the force of other parts of the Bible 
which did not comport with their own notions. 

Conceiving that no act connected with religion 
was obligatory upon them, without a special and im- 
mediate impulse of duty, they declined the salutary 
practice of observing the first day of the week as a 
day of rest and religious exercises, pursued their 
usual avocations, and refused to assemble at stated 
times for the purpose of Divine worship; only attend- 
ing when particularly moved thereto, which would 
sometimes happen to be just as the assembly were 
about to separate. 

Against the consistent members of the Society of 
Friends, they inveighed with considerable zeal, as 
formal, traditional professors, resting in the com- 
mandments of their fathers, and adding to them some 
of the superstitions and corruptions of other religious 
societies. The excellent code of discipline, which, 
for many years, had proved a means of preservation 
and strength to the society, they became dissatisfied 


take the cause into his own hand, and none | with, wishing to remove all restraint, and leave ev- 


should be able to hinder him.” 


The opinions of such a man upon such a 


‘subject are entitled to great attention, and we 


have thrown together, from the interesting 
biographical sketch mentioned at the head of 
this article, such parts as relate to the sepa- 
ration, They will, we are confident, be close- 
ly pondered by our readers. 


“ His visit to Friends in Ireland, was somewhat ex- 


| traordinary in its character, and productive of me- 


morable consequences, A short time previous to his 
going into that nation, a number of persons, mem- 
bers of the So iety, deiuded by false pretensions to 
spirituality, and greater degrees of light on religious 
subjects than the rest of their brethren, began to pro- 
mulgate many wild and sceptical notions relative to 
doctrines of the Christian religion. Inflated by a 
fond conceit of their own attainments, and subli- 
mated by the presumptuous idea that they possessed 


: ; fa | 
the plenary inspiration of the Spirit, and therefore 


needed not the fainter light of external evidence, 


| they boldly rejected a large portion of the sacred vo- 
lume, and se 


t up in its place the wild vagaries of 


their own feverish imaginations. They strenuously | 


advocated the propriety of bringing every subject of 
belief to the test of reason : and deciding on its cre- 
dibility by its accordance with their ideas of what 
such a Being as they chose to consider the Creator, 


ery man to do that which was right in his own eyes 

The avidity with which undisciplined and superfi- 
cial minds grasp at every thing that is clad in the 
inviting garb of novelty, and the propensity to amuse 
| themselves with any speculation, even the most fool- 
ish, rather than submit to the restraints of the reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ, render the propagation of such 
jabsurd and preposterous fantasies less astonishing 
| than it would otherwise.be. Certain it is, that these 
notions spread through several parts of the nation, 
poisoned the minds of many young and inexperienced 
persons, and, m some places, terminated in the disso- 
jlution of meetings. Against these dangerous and 
| demoralizing errors Richard Jordan bore a solemn 
and powerful testimony—he laboured with undaunt- 
ed zeal to expose their falsity, warned both old and 
young against adopting them, and, under the intiu- 
ence of a prophetic spirit, foretold the sorrowful cou- 
|sequeuces which they would inevitably produce, if 
persisted in. And he lived to see these predictions 
verified. The hand of Divine Providence seemed to be 
turned against the advocates of these notions, in a re- 
markable manner. Some who had lived in ease and 
| affluence experienced a sad reverse in their situation ; 
j|many not only lost their religious reputation, hut 
even suffered in their moral character, and became 
an astonishment to their former acquaintances 


| 


Others, awakened by timely warning, abandoned 
their errors, and through the mercy of a gracious 
Redeemer, came to experience repentance and for- 
giveness; they embraced the Christian religion in 
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faith and sincerity, and were again restored to the 
bosom of the Church. 

When the same pernicious principles invaded the 
peaceful borders of the Society in America, and be- 
gan to spread discord and unbelief among its mem- 
bers, Richard Jordan, as a faithful and experienced 
watchman, was one of the first to raise his warning 
voice, and exert himself under the influence of Di- 
vine love, to counteract their baneful effects. 


OT 


He was now a member of New York yearly meet- 
ing, which he regularly attended, and in the course of 
his visits to that city, he early perceived the bud- 
dings of the seeds of scepticism. The same disor- 
ganizing spirit, whose desolating influence he had 
sorrowfully witnessed in the society in Ireland, was 
soon detected by him, secretly endeavouring to insi- 
nuate itself among Friends, under the plausible and} 
sanctimonious profession of superior light and reli-| 
gious advancement. The Christian observance of| 
the first day of the week, and the reading of the Holy | 
Scriptures at stated periods in the families of Friends, | 
were discountenanced by some persons, under the| 
pretence, that, although such practices might suit the 
formal, traditional professor, yet the enlightened and} 
liberal minded follower of rational religion, unshackled | 
by the prejudices of education, or the force of exter- 
nal evidence, has no need of them. 


Having suffered much on account of this creeping, 
deceitful spirit in Ireland, he hoped, when he bid 
adieu to that country, he had left it behind him. In} 
this, however, he was mistaken, and as soon as he 
perceived the first indications of its approach, as a} 





watchman on the walls of our Zion, he sounded the | 
alarm. Notwithstanding few were then willing to} 
admit the effects, which he early predicted would | 
flow from the the adoption of the plausible opinions | 
that were promulgated, he felt himself constrained, | 
as a steward that must render an account to his 
Lord, solemnly and emphatically to forewarn his | 
friends of the danger, if happily they might escape | 
the deplorable consequences which he had seen simi-| 
lar sentiments produce in a foreign land. 

His last illness was tedious, continuing for more 
than two months, and while the gradual decline of 
his bodily powers was painfully apparent to his anx- 
ious friends, the strength and vigour of his mind 
seemed to remain unimpaired almost to the close. 
The lively interest which he had long felt in the wel- 
fare of the Society of Friends continued unabated, 
and its present situation and future prospects occu- 
pied much of his thoughts. Having seen, when in 
ireland, the progress of the same spirit of unbelief 
which has spread its poisonous influence over the 
society in some parts of this country, and being well 
acquainted with its subtile and insidious appearances 
under the garb of a high profession of spirituality, he 
was one of the first to sound the alarm, and warn his 
friends of its approach. For fifteen years before it 
was openly manifested, he had repeatedly declar- 
ed his belief that it was secretly at work among 
us, and while its operations remained hidden, he un- 
derwent much exercise on account of it. Yet from 
its very commencement, he uniformly expressed as 
his opinion that it would eventually terminate in 
confusion and anarchy. Possessing a sound and dis- 
criminating judgment, and good natural abilities, 
disciplined in the school] of Christ, and sanctified by 
a submission to Divine grace, he was skilful in de- 
tecting the specious pretences of those who were en- 
deavouring to draw away the minds of the people 
from the truth as it is in Jesus, labouring with Chris- 
tian boldness to expose their sophistry and errors, 
and to guard the inexperienced youth from the poi- 
von of infidelity, which, by the most insidious means, 
was attempted to be infused into their minds. 

During his illness, he did not appear disposed to 
converse much on ordinary topics or temporal affairs, 
but at times made many instructive remarks te his 
dear and intimate friends upon religious subjects. 
tie mourned, in pathetic language, over the desolat- 
ing effects of the ¢pirit of unbelief, which, under the 
plausible but false pretext of exalting the “ light 
within,” was leading many incautious minds into a 
denial of the saving truths of Christian redemp- 
tion, and a disregard of the plain and irrefraga- 
ble testimonies contained in the sacred volume. He 
declared it as his full belief, that all those who were 


|great prostration of his strength ; 


really led by the spirit of Christ would feel them-| have lived, hoping in God’s mercy through our Lord 


selves constrained reverently to believe in, and to ac-| and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


He made many other 


knowledge all that is recorded in the Holy Scrip-| remarks at the same time, that evinced his deep so 
tures, concerning the coming and sufferings, the} licitude on account of the spirit of infidelity which 
death and offices of our Lord and Saviour Jesus} has crept in amongst us, tracing its origin to tlk 
pride of the human heart. 


Christ, as he appeared in the flesh at Jerusalem. 
He several times mentioned his firm conviction at | 
that solemn period, that, painful as is the present 
state of things amongst us to the true disciples of the 
Lamb, it would be made the means of purifying the 
society of much of its dross, and that such as stood 
faithful in their allegiance to Christ, would be deep- 
ened by it in the life of religion, and some of them 
would live to see the Society in a far better state than 
it now is. He had seen, he said, that the Lord would | 
take the cause into his own hand, and none should 
be able to hinder him—that he would choose his own 


instruments, and those of this Society who had been | 


highly favoured, but who had turned their backs and 
forsaken Him, would be cast out, and others brought 
in, who would stand for the honour of His great 
name, and for his cause in the earth. His views of 
the final spread and triumph of sound Christian prin- 


ciples over scepticism, appeared from the first to be | 


clear and strong, and, when alluding to the contro- 


On 2d day, the 18th of the month, a friend being 


with him in his chamber, he made some imstryctiv« 


é 


»bservations on the present situation of the Society 
ind, with much tenderness of feeling, mourned ove 


such as were young and inexperienced, who had been 
deluded by the fair pretences of some that were con 
sidered leaders of the people, and whom they had 


suspecting minds the poison of unbelief. 


|been accustomed to look up to as examples and in- 
|structors in the church; while these were taking ad 
v 
( 


yantage of the influence they had obtained to incu! 
sate pernicious principles, and infuse into their ur 
For thes: 
unwary youth, thus exposed to the artifices of design 
ing men, he appeared to feel the tenderest commis 
ration and sympathy. But, he said, he believed th 
time was coming, and, perhaps, was not far distant, 
when these false teachers would be fully exposed. 
There were many, he remarked, who went unde: 
the name of Friends, who had never |! 


peen convinced 


versy which at present exists, he always evinced the | of, nor yielded obedience to, the principles and doc- 
same settled conviction that the Lamb and his fol-| trines of the Society, but had made a mere empty pro 


lowers would have the victory. 


fession, and it was no marvel if such as these were ca 


On the 16th of the 9th month, a friend calling to| ried off with the unsound notions which were now 


see him, he made some observations on the nature of 
his disease, and intimated that he thought his recoy- 
ery doubtful, considering his advanced age, and the 
but he several | 
times remarked, that he had no will but the Lord's! 
will. ‘ Yet,” added he, “ I have lived to see the end| 
of one revolution, (meaning, as he himself explained 
it, in the Society of Friends in Ireland, during his | 
visit there,) and, if it was the Lord’s will, | should 


have come over the society in this land.’ With 
much feeling and deep sorrow he then expressed his 
concern for those under the name of Quakers, who, 


| by giving way to their creaturely wisdom and carnal 


| 


reasoning, have departed from the Christian faith, 
the principles and doctrines of the religious Society 
of Friends. With much emphasis, he said, “Oh, what 
will those men do, that deny the divinity of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ? What refuge will they 
have at such a time as this, on a sick bed?—Oh, 
what will become of them!’ Once he said, * | would 
not be in their state for any thing in the world.” 


He intimated, that during this sickness he had had 
great opportunity for reflection, both by day and by 
night, and he had thought much upon the awful 
state of those people that deny the Lord, and the on- 
ly hope of salvation—* which,” added he, * is by the 
mercy of God, through the merits and grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Then with much emphasis ex- 
claimed, * My hope, my only hope for salvation, is in 
the merey of God, through the merits of Jesus Christ.” 
These, or words nearly like them, he repeated seve- 
ral times during the conversation. He commented 
very instructively on the ground of this his hope, 
and the great stay and consolation it was to his 
mind. “ Oh,” said he, * 1 would not give this hope 
in the mercy of God, through Jesus Christ, for the 
whole world.” He then proceeded to relate, that, 
during his illness, many Scripture passages, both in 
the Old and New Testament, had been unfolded to 
his mind with great clearness and comfort, respecting 
the plan devised by Divine love for the restoration ot 
poor fallen man, and the salvation of sinners. 


After setting forth the fall of man through the 
temptation and subtlety of Satan, and his aspiring 
above the condition allotted him by his beneficent 
Creator, he proceeded to open some of those pass- 
ages, beginning with the promise of the seed of the 
woman that should bruise the serpent’s head, Gene- 
sis ili, 15., adducing many other Scripture testimo- 
nies, which show that this seed is Christ, even he 
who died for our sins on the eross, and who is a pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, an 
Advocate with the Father and Mediator between 
God and man. He enlarged upon what faith in 
God, and in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, had 
done, in every generation, and then emphatically 
eaid, “ This is also my faith, and I shall die in it as | 


j 
| 


promulgated. He believed it had been permitted, in 
order to manifest such as these—as a people, we 
were very impure, and needed much sifting to make 
us we should be. But he was firm in the fait! 
that the ancient doctrines and principles of the So 
ciety as set forth in the Holy Scriptures, must and 
would prevail over all opposition—that all those wh« 
are building on Jesus Christ, would be preserved 


as 


amid all the storms and commotions which now ag 


| have no objection to see the end of the troubles that | tate the Society, and that it would yet arise and shine 
|in more of its ancient beauty, than many now living 
| have ever seen it, adding, “I may not live to see it. 


but there are some of you that will.” 
He expressed much more, during the course of this 
interesting conversation, not only manifesting his 


|}own calm and confiding state of mind, and his un 


| 
| 
| 
} 





| 








shaken faith in the Rock of Ages, on which he had 
built, but tending to evince, in the clearest manner. 
his full conviction that the Christian faith of the Se- 
ciety of Friends would eventually triumph over the 
infidelity which some were endeavouring to introduce 
into it, and that after the necessary conflict and suf- 
fering were endured, to purify it from such nominal 


| professors as hold the truth im unrighteousness, and 


bring reproach upon the name of Christ by their un- 
hely conduct and unchristian opinions, the society 
would be enabled to rise superior to its present diffi- 
culties, and with renewed brightness hold up the 
light of a Christian conduct, conversation, and pro- 
fession to the world. Great indeed was the anxiety 
he evinced, that the friends of Christ and his hol 
cause, might stand firm, in a patient, persevering 
testimony against every innovation, whether in doc 

trine or discipline, and by the steadfastness of their 
faith, the purity of their lives, and the meekness anc 
humility of their spirits, evince, that while they dared 
not strive to carry party views and schemes, they 


\felt themselves constrained by a sense of religious 


duty earnestly to contend for the faith once delivered 
to the saints. 

A meeting having been appointed near his resi 
dence, by a person who held and promulgated the 
new notions, he appeared under much exercise o 
mind respecting it, and greatly concerned at the sor- 
rowful consequences whic h resulted from the dissemi- 
nation of these unsound views, and with great earn- 
estness asked a friend who sat by him, * Can nothing 
be done to prevent these persons from going about 
sowing their pernicious principles?” 

To a friend who called to see him he observed, “it 
is a satisfaction to reflect that my outward concerns 
are all settled;” after a solemn pause, he added, * [ 
know that | am a poor creature, and have nothing 
tu depend on but the mercy of a gracious God through 
Jesus Christ, my Lord; Oh! these poor things that 
are trying to do away all belief in the authenticity 
of the Scriptures, and in a Saviour, what will become 
of them? No other foundation can any man lay than 
that which is laid,” 
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ELISHA BATES AND THE BEREAN. the Son, honoureth not the Father which hath sent | alluding to the custom of the Jewish sacrifices, shall 


Continued from page 198 
Extracts from Early Friends. 

“We truly believe that Christ is both God and| 
man.” Barclay, 630. 

“ His next perversion is yet more gross and abu- 
sive—where, from my denying that we equal our- 
selves to that holy man, the Lord Jesus Christ, &c. 
in Whom the fulness of the Godhead dwelt bodily, he 

oncludes, | affirm him to be no more but a holy man ; | 

and because I use the words plenitudo divinitatis, that 
i deny his deity; which is an abominable falsehood. 
{ detest that doctrine of the Socinians, and deny that} 
there is any ground for their distinction; and when 
| confess him to be a holy man, | deny him not to 
be Gop, as this man most injuriously would insinu- 
ate; for | confess him to be reaily both (rue God and | 
tres man.” —Bare lay” s Works, 794. 

* You say, we deny [Christ] to be God ; but not a| 
word of ours cited to that purpose ; for we believe 
that Christ was God manifested in the flesh,as John 
i. 14. 1 Tim. iii. 16.”"—Penn’s Select Works, 673. 

* For what is Christ, but the * Word made flesh,’ 
and who is the Word made flesh, but Jesus Christ 
(gain, who is the ‘beloved Son of God,’ but Christ? 
and who else but Christ is the beloved Son of God, 
and only begotten of the Father, full of grace, and 
full of truth ?”—ib, 824. 

‘ And now, dear friends, let us consider the only 
begotten Son of God, our blessed Lord Jesus Christ, 
and what confession and honour is given unto him in| 
holy Scripture, both respecting his ternal Deity and 
perfect manhood, and coming therein manifestly in| 
due time, which I mention in order to clear us—from 
the unjust imputations of our adversaries, one while 
vith denying the divinity, another while with denying 
the humanity of Christ, or both as.some have done ;| 
and to prevent all occasions of doubts or disputes 
about the same matter, 1 refer you, and all concerned, 
to the Scriptures following.” 

{ Here a number of texts are introduced, the follow- 
ing are some of them. | 

Isa. ix. 6. “ For unto us a child is born, a son is 
given, and the government shall be upon his shoulders, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace; of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end.” 

*“ An excellent prophecy,” says G. W. “ and testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ, respecting his birth, as a man 
child, and his divine wisdom and deity, as Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father, &c.” 

“ John i. 14. In the beginning was the Worp, 
and the. Word was with God, and the Word was 





only a mere man ? 


| fills the universe—abode in his fulness, liferal/y, in 





God; the same was in the beginning with God; all 
things were made by him: re vad to ver. 14. And the 
W ord was made flesh, and dwelt among us; and 
we beheld his glory, as the glory of the onLY BEGor- 
+yEN of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

“ Rom. 1. 8. 4. Concerning his Son, Jesus Christ, 
which was made of the seed of David according to 
the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the re- 
surrection from the dead. And Rom. ix. 5. W oe 
are the fathers, speaking of the Israelites, and 
whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who . 
over all, God blessed for ever.” 

“ come r also, that by the wondrous works and 
miracles that Christ w rought upon earth, by the pow- 

er of God, he had great adoration and honour in many 
‘hearts; and so do his great and spiritual cures, which 
(by his divine light and power) he has wrought and 
worketh on many souls in this day ; glory and honour 
to his name for ever.” 

**There’s no cause to question Christ, the Son of| 


God, (whom he hath highly exalted.) having a nam ie | 


given him above every name, whereunto every knee ae 


bow, &e. Phil. ii. 9. Surely the Mighty God, or God} 


over all, &c. is a name, yea, a power divine, above 
every other name.” 


“See also John v. 21, 22, 23. As the Father rais-| 


him. 

“ How can any so honour the Son, who count him 

“John xvii. 5. And now, O Father, glorify thou 
me with thine own self, with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was.” 

* These were Christ’s own words and testimony, in 
his prayer to the Father,” 

“See 1 John v. 20. ‘ How [the true God and eter- 
nal life} is ascribed to the Son, as well as to the Fa- 
ther, who are one.’ John x. 30.” George Whitehead’s 
Gospel Salutation. 


Extracts from the Berean. 


“In this brief inquiry which I am about to make 
of this part of the author's creed, I shall first take 
notice of the account which Jesus Christ gave of him- 
self, as being not only the highest scriptural authority, 
but the most clear and e xplicit. It is asserted that 
the divine nature essentially belonged to Jesus Christ 
A plain positive denial of this assertion is made by 
the latter in the following texts—* The Son can do 
nothing of himself,” &c. P. 257. 

“Jn what manner, then, or by what means was he 
made more than man? I answer by the same means, 
and in the same manner that every other righteous, 
undefiled man, is raised above the mere human cha- 
racter—by and through this [Holy] Spirit alone he 
was preserved in righteousness and true holiness, and 
in obedience and submission to the Father, in the same 
manner as every righteous man was, is, and ever 
will be.” 258. * In aseribing a proper divinily to Je- 
sus Christ, our author often quotes the texts where it 
is said the fulness of the Godhead dwelt in him, and 
that the Spirit was given to him without measure. 
Both these texts, however, go to disprove his doc- 
trine.”—** Will it be presumed that God, * whom the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain’—whose presence 


the man Jesus? Can it be supposed that he, of whom 
it was declared, that he was limited in knowledge, 
power, and action, possessed absolutely the Spirit of 
God withoul measure? I believe not. The doctrine, 
therefore, contained in the chapter under review, as- 
cribing a proper divinity to Jesus Christ, making him 
‘the foundation of every Christian doctrine,’ assert- 
ing that ‘the divine nature essentially velonged to 
him,’ and constituting him a distinet* object of faith 
and worship, is not only anti-scriptural, but opposed 
to the simplest principles of reason,’ and is, in short, 
among the darkest doctrines that has ever been intro- 
duced into the Christian Church.”—Berean, p. 259. 
Extracts from Early Friends. 

* Yet God, that made him, had pity on him; for he, 
seeing man was deceived, and that not of malice, or 
an original presumption in him, but through the sub- 
tilty of the serpent, (who had first fallen from his own 
state, and by the mediation of the woman, man’s 
own nature and companion, whom the serpent had 
first deluded, in his infinite goodness and wisdom, 
found out a way to repair the breach, recover the 
loss, and restore fallen man again, by a nobler and 
more excellent Adam, promised to be born of a wo- 
man; that as by means of a woman, the evil one had 
prevailed upon man, by a woman also he should 
come into the world, who should prevail against him, 
and bruise his head, and deliver man from his power; 


the Son of God in the flesh, in the fulness of time, 
was personally and fully accomplished by him, and 
in him, as man’s Saviour and Redeemer. 

* But his power was not limited in the manifesta- 
tion of it to that time; for both before and since his 
blessed manifestation in the flesh, he has been the 
light and life, the roc k and strength, of all that ever 
| feared God.”—Penn, 758. 

“ That as there was a necessity that * One should 
| die for the pe ople,’ .’ so whoever then or since believed 
}in him, had and have a seal or confirmation of the 
remission of their sins in his blood; and that blood, 


eth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the|—— 


Son quickeneth whom he will; for the F ather judgeth 
no man; but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son, that all men should honour the Son EveN as 
THEY HONOUR THE Fatuer; he that honoureth not 


The reader is requested to take notice that the 
word distinct is not used by me in the case to which 





it is here and in several other places applied by the 
| Berean.—Ed. Mis. Rep. 
























and which, in a signal manner by the dispensation of 


be an utter blotting out of former iniquities, carrying 
them as into a land of forgetfulness. This great 
assurance of remission from the wrath due upon the 
score of former offences, do all receive in the ratify- 
ing blood of Christ; who, repenting of their sins, be- 
lieve and obey the holy light, wherewith he hath 
lighted them.” *__Penn, 263. 

“We do believe that Jesus Christ was our holy 
sacrifice, atonement, and propitiation, that he bore 
our iniquities, and that by his stripes we were healed 
of the wounds Adam gave us in his fall; and that 
God is just, in forgiving true penitents upon the cre- 
dit of that holy offering Christ made of himself to 
God for us: and that what he did and suffered satis- 
fied and pleased God, and was for the sake of fallen 
man, that had displeased God; and that through the 
offering up of himself once for all, through the eter- 
nal Spirit, he hath for ever perfected those (in all 
times) that were sanctified, who walk not after the 
flesh but after the spirit.” 

“In short, justification consists of two parts, or 
hath a twofold consideration.—The first part of jus- 
tification, we do reverently and humbly acknowledge, 
is only for the sake of the death and sufferings of 
Christ; nothing we can do, though by the operation of 
the Holy Spirit, being able to cantel old debts, and 
wipe out old scores. It is the power and efficacy of 
that propitiatory off ring, upon faith and repentance, 
that justifies us from the sins that are past; and it is 
the power of Christ’s spirit in our hearts that purifies 
and makes us acceptable before God.”—Penn, 799. 

“God manifested this love eae us, in the send- 
ing of his beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ into 
the world, who gave himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice to God, for a sweet smelling savour, and hav- 
ing made peace through the blood of the cross, that 
he might reconcile us unto himself, and by the eter- 
nal Spirit, offered himself without spot unto God, 
and suffered for our sins, the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God.” 

“For as much as all men, who have come to man’s 
estate (the man Jesus only excepted) have sinned, 
therefore all have need of this Saviour, to remove the 
wrath of God from them, due to their offences; in 
this respect he is truly said to have borne the iniqui- 
ties of us all in his body on the tree; and, therefore, 
is the only Mediator, having qualified the wrath of 

God towards us; so that our former sins stand not 
in our way, being by virtue of his most satisfactory 
sacrifice remove d and pardoned, Neither do we 
think, that remission of sins is to be expected, sought, 
or obtained in any other way ; so, then, C hrist, by ‘his 
death and sufferings, hath reconciled us to God, even 
while we are enemies, that is, he offers reconciliation 
unto us, we are put into a capacity of being recon- 
ciled.” “We consider, then, our redemption in a 
twofold respect, or state, both which in their own na- 
ture are perfect; though, in their application to us, 
the one is not, nor cannot be, without respect.to the 
other. The first is, the redemption performed and ae- 
complished by Christ fer us, in his crucified body, with- 
outus. The other is, the redemption wrought by 
Christ in us. The first, then, is that whereby man, 
as he stands in the fall, is put into a capacity of sal- 


that power, virtue, spirit, life, and grace, that was in 
Christ Jesus, which, as the /ree gift of God, is able to 
counterbalance, overcome, and root out the evil seed, 
wherewith we are naturally asin the full leavened. The 
second is, that whereby we witness and know this 
pure and perfect rede ‘mption in ourselves, purifying, 
cleansing, and redeeming us from the power of cor- 
ruption, and bringing us into unity, favour, and 
friendship with God. By the first of these two, we 
that were lost in Adam, plunged in the bitter and 
corrupt seed, unable of ourselves todo any good thing, 
but naturally joined and united to evil, forward and 
propense to all iniquity, are, notwithstanding all this, 
so far reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
while enemies, that we are put into a capacity of sal- 
vation. By the second we witness this capacity 
brought into act, whe reby receiving and not resisting 
the purchase of his death, to wit, the light, spirit, — 
grace of Christ revealed to us, we witness and possess: 
real and true inward redemption from the power end 
prevalence of sin, and so come to be truly and really 
redeemed, justified, and made righteous, and toasensi- 





vation, and hath conveyed unto him a measure of 
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ble union and fellowship with God. Thus he died for} any partake of is only in and by virtue of that most | lo these testimonies it may be added, that th 


us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity; and 
thus we know him, and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made con- 
formable to us.” 


os . 
(To be continued.) | 
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From the Saturday Evening Post, July 28th, 1827. | 


THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS.-—-NO. 2. 


If the principles laid down in my last number be} 
correct, it will follow that a full examination of the 
merits of the * Epistle” cannot be made, without as- 
certaining what are the doctrines of Friends, and 
whether those doctrines are or are not considered by 
them as the basis of their religious union. | shall, 
therefore, briefly inquire into their views upon those 
points, which have been recently made the subject of 
discussion, and about which either much confusion 
of terms, or difference of sentiment, undoubtedly ex- 
ists. And here I must remark, that upon one of these 
points, the Society has often been misunderstood and 
misrepresented, Their great fundamental doctrine 
of the manifestation of the light of Christ in the heart, | 
as an infallible teacher, was, for a long time, the} 
principal object of attack and defence in their con- 
troversy with other professors. In the course of this 
controversy—in their eagerness to point out the er- 
rors and absurdities of a denial of the doctrine, there 
is no doubt that expressions sometimes occur, which, 
if taken insulated and unqualified, may be construed 
into a disbelief of any other manifestation of Christ 
than that within. Their opponents were too eager 
in catching at any thing to their disadvantage not to 
perceive this, and accused them publicly of denying 
the outward Christ. The truth of this charge they | 
repeatedly and uniformly denied, appealing to nume-| 
rous passages in their writings and official papers to| 
prove the contrary, and solemnly declaring their full) 
conviction of the truth of the scripture narrative, and | 
their humble reliance for salvation upon the mercy | 
of God, through Christ Jesus their Lord. ‘'This,”| 
says George Fox, after enumerating the principal | 
events in the life, death, and resurrection of the Re-| 
deemer, “this, we say, is that Lord Jesus Christ, | 
whom we own to be our life and salvation.’* 

« And lest any should say we are equivocal in our| 
expressions,’ | use the language of William Penn, | 
“and allegorize away Christ’s appearance in the flesh ; | 





meaning only thereby our own flesh; and that as of-| 
ten as we mention him, we mean only a mystery, or a| 
mystical sense of him, be it as to his coming, birth, mi-| 
racles, sufferings, death, resurrection, ascension, media- | 
tion, or judgment; I would yet add, to preserve the | 
well disposed from being staggered at such sugges-| 
tions, and to inform and reclaim such as are under} 
the power and prejudice of them, that we do, we| 
bless God, religiously believe and confess, to the glo- 
ry of God the Father, and the honour of his dear and 
beloved Son, that Jesus Christ took our nature upon 
him, and was like unto us in all things, sin excepted ; 
that he was born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, ‘he Roman governor; was crucified, 
dead, and buried in the sepulchre of Joseph of Arima- 
thea ; rose again the third day, and ascended into hea- 
ven, and sils on the right hand of God, in the power 
and majesty of his Father; who will one day judge 
the world by him, even that blessed man, Christ Jesus, 
according to their works.” 

** Must we be industriously represented deniers of 
Christ’s coming in the flesh?” continues he in the 
next paragraph, “ and the holy ends of it, in all the 


parts and branches of his dying and suffering, only | 


because we believe and press the necessity of believ- 


ing, receiving, and obeying his inward and spiritual} 


appearance and manifestation of himself, through his | 
light, grace, and spirit, in the hearts and consciences | 


of men and women, to reprove, convict, convert, and | 
' 


change them?”t 





satisfactory sacrifice, and no otherwise.”* 

“ We believe that Christ, as mediator,” says George 
Whitehead, speaking also on behalf of the Society, 
« hath obtained eternal redemption for us, and that 
by his own blood, that we might be sanctified and 
redeemed from all iniquity, for which end he gave 
himself for us.”*t 

It has been chiefly frc.n the writings of Fox, Penn, 
Barclay, and Whitehead, that the charge | have al- 
luded to, has been attempted to be proved. The 
reader will bear in mind, that it was made during 
the lives of these illustrious men, and that the pass- 
ages | have quoted—as full, unequivocal, and sin- 
cere, as are to be found in the language, were their 
answers to the accusation. Nor is it only here 
and there an extract which can be gleaned from 
their works, in support of these views. They per- 
vade all the writings of the primitive Friends, and 
the only difficulty in selection arises from the number 
and fulness of the passages in which this belief is 
taught. | appeal to every candid mind, whether in 
the face of such declarations it is fair and honoura- 
ble to persist in the charge. 

Having thus established, I trust beyond the reach 
of controversy, the faith of these founders of the So- 
ciety respecting our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 


a single further extract will prove that ‘heir belief 


was that of the collective Society. It is from a de- 
claration of faith published on behalf of the Society, 
in 1693, and commences thus: ““ Whereas, divers ac- 
counts have been lately published in print, of some 
late divisions and disputes between some persons un- 
der the name of Quakers in Pennsylvania, about se- 
veral fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith, 
&c. Therefore to use our just endeavours to remove 
the reproach and all causeless jealousies concerning 
us, touching those doctrines of Christianity, &c.; in 
relation whereunto, we do, in the fear of God, and 
in simplicity and plainness of his truth received, so- 
lemnly and sincerely declare what our Christian 
belief and profession has been, and still is, &c. 
Ve sincerely profess faith in God, by his only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, as being our light and 
life; our only way to the Father, and also our only 
mediator and advocate with the Father.—That the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit are one, in 
Divine Being inseparable ; one true, living, and eter- 
nal God, blessed for ever.—That this Word, or Son 


| of God, in the fulness of time took flesh, and became 


perfect man.—That as man, Christ died for our sins, 
ose again, and was received up into glory in the 
heavens. He having, in his dying for all, been 
that one, great, universal offering, and sacrifice for 
peace, atonement, and reconciliation between God 
and man; and he is the propitiation, not for our sins 
only, but for the sins of the whole world. Christ our 
mediator received the spirit, not by measure, but in 
fulness; but to every one of us is given grace, ac- 
cording to the measure of his gifts.—That the gospel 
of the grace of God should be preached in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, being one in 
power, wisdom, and goodness, and indivisible, or not 
to be divided, in the great work of man’s salvation. 
We sincerely confess and believe in Jesus Christ, 
both as he is true God and perfect man.—That di- 
vine honour and worship is due to the Son of God, 
and that he is im true faith to be prayed unto, and 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ called upon, as 
the primitive Christians did, because of the glorious 
union or oneness of the Father and the Son.—That 
Christ’s body that was crucified was not the God- 
head, yet by the power of God was raised from the 
dead; and that the same Christ that was therein 
crucified, ascended into heaven and glory, is not 
questioned by us. His flesh saw no corruption, it 
did not corrupt.t The reader is requested to exa- 
mine the whole of this remarkable document, through- 
out which the very language of Scripture is main- 


i ; ‘ | tained, and which proves, in the most unanswerable 
“ As we firmly believe it was necessary that Christ | ; ; 


should come,” says Robert Barclay, “that by his! 
death and sufferings he might offer up himself a sa-| 
crifice to God for our sins, in his own body on the, 
tree, so we believe that the remission of sins which| 


| 





* G. Fox’s Journal, Philad. 1803, vol. 2d. p. 147. 
t Primitive Christianity Revived, chap. 9, s. 1, 2.| 


manner, that these doctrines of Fox, Penn, Barclay, 
and Whitehead, were received and transmitted by 
the Society, as the faith of the body. . 


* Apology, Prop. 5, 6, p. 141. 
+ A real Quaker a real Protestant, p. 108. 


i Sewell’s History, Philad. 1823, vol. 2d. p. 499. 
510. 









































Friends have always submitted their doctrines to be 
tried by the Scriptures, “ Be it known to all,” says 


jan official document presented by Friends to Parlia 


ment, about the same time, (1693,) “that we sin 
cerely believe and confess, 3d, That the Holy Scrip- 


itures of the old and new testaments are of divine av- 
| thority, as being given by inspiration of God.’* 


“For do | notdeclare the authority of the serip- 


| tures,” exclaims Robert Barclay,“ that they are frou 


the Spirit, and that such commands require obedi- 
ence?” 

* Who will be so foolish,” asks he in another place. 
“as to conclude that the saying things ought (in the 
first place) lo be tried by the word within, excludes 
them, in the second place, to be tried by the serip- 
tures?”—* Yes, I do believe them,” (the scriptures, 
is his emphatic declaration, * because the testimony 
of the spirit in my heart obligeth me to do so.”"+ It 
would be easy to bring a continued chain of evidenc« 
upon these subjects from that time to the present, 
but I shall content myself with two remarkable pass 
ages of recent date, confirming and sealing, as it 
were, the truth of all that | have advanced. 

The first is from a work published in Philadelphia 
in 1815, by authority of the meeting for sufferings 
and entitled “A treatise on the Fundamental Doc- 
trines of the Christian Religion, &c. by Jesse Ker 
sey.” It begins thus :-— 


The Christian's Belief. 

“ The Society of Friends believe that the Messiah 
spoken of by the prophets, and expected by the Jews, 
did, in the fulness of time, appear; that Jesus Christ 
the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary, was, and 
is this promised Messiah; the same concerning whom 
the four evangelists have given testimony, and wh« 
was crucified without the gates of Jerusalem, unde: 
the sentence of Pontius Pilate; and that he ros« 
again agreeably to the Scriptures; that he died for, 
and in consequence of the sins of mankind; that in 
his death was an offering for the sins of the whol 
world; and that he is the only mediator between 
God and man. They also believe in the necessity 
of obedience to his doctrines as contained in the Holy 
Scriptures; and that the Holy Scriptures were writ 
ten under the direction of the Spirit of Christ, and 
can only be understood by those who live in obedi- 
ence to the same.” 

The other passage is from the “ Rules of Disciplin« 
of the yearly meeting of Friends held in Philadel- 
phia, printed by dircction of the meeting in 1806;” 
and which rules are now in force. “ We tenderly 
and earnestly advise and exhort all parents and heads 
of families, that they endeavour to instruct their 
children and families in the doctrines and precepts 
of the Christian religion, as contained in the Serip- 
tures; and that they excite them to the diligent read- 
ing of those excellent writings, which plainly set 
forth the miraculous conception, birth, holy life, 
wonderful works, blessed example, meritorious death, 
and glorious resurrection, ascension and mediation 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ; and to edu- 
cate their children in the belief of those important 
truths, as well as in the belief of the inward mam- 
festation and operation of the Holy Spirit on their 
own minds, that they may reap the benefit and ad- 
vantage thereof, for their own peace and everlasting 
happiness.” 

‘The same Discipline enjoins that none should be 
received into membership, unless “ clearly convinced 
of our religious principles”—exhorts the members to 
prevent their children from reading books * tending 
to create the least doubt concerning the authority of 
the Holy Scriptures, or of those saving truths declared 
therein; lest, it adds, their infant and feeble minds 
should be poisoned thereby, and a foundation laid for 
the greatest evils;” and it directs the monthly meet- 
ings to issue their testimony against such members 
as persist, after repeated admonition, “ in blasphem- 
ing, or speaking profanely of Almighty God, Christ 
Jesus, or the Holy Spirit; or denying the divinity of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the immediate 
revelation of the Holy Spirit, or the authenticity of 


the Scriptures, as id 18 manifest they are not one ™m 
faith with us.” 


* Sewell’s History, vol. 2d. p. 511. 
t Apology vindicated, sec. 4. # 4, 3, 10. 
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I am not aware that, arguments more decisive 
could be brought to bear upon any subject of this 
nature; and I now leave to the dispassionate judg- 
ment of my reader, whether [ have not proved what 
are the doctrines of the Friends respecting Jesus 
Christ and the Holy Scriptures, and whether a dis- 
sent therefrom is not, by the rules of their own Dis- 
cipline, a just cauge of disownment and separation. 
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COMMUNICATION. 

The general assembly of the new socicty of 
the followers of Elias Hicks convened in this 
city on the 14th inst. A number of their dis- 
tinguished preachers attended, among whom 
was Elias Hicks. He preached at the Cherry 
street house on first day morning, and we 
have been informed, through several respecta- 
ble persons, who attended, that the doctrines 
delivered by him on this occasion, were in full 
accordance with those which he has held and 
promulgated for several years past. Indeed, 
it may justly be said, that the avowal which he 
made was much less disguised, than is usually | 
the case in his sermons. He intimated that 
it would probably. be expected he should 
give some explanation of his doctrinal views; 
and in attempting this, he declared, in sub- 
stance, that Jesus Christ who was born of Mary, 
and walked about the streets of Jerusalem, was 
not the Redeemer or Saviour of the world, 
but that he was a mere Israelite; that the 
terms heaven and hell are only descriptive of 
the different conditions of the mind of man; 
that they denote states, not places; the former 
meaning only the peace and comfort which are 
consequent upon virtuous actions; while the 
latter describes that condemnation and distress 
which wicked men suffer in this life, as the 
punishment of their crimes; and that there is 
no other devil than the propensities of men, or 
wicked persons: in a word, that all beyond 
these definitions is merely the invention of art- 
ful and designing priestcraft, intended to tram- 
mel the freedom of thought and expression, to 
frighten people with terrors, and pains, and 
punishments, and thus keep them more com- 
pletely under the control, and subservient to 
the mercenary views of a corrupt clergy. 

We cannot, in this short sketch, exhibit even 
an outline of all the monstrous opinions which, 
we are assured, he advanced; but from the 
statements we have received, he certainly 
made a more full declaration of his unbelief in 
the fundaniental doctrines of the Christian re- 
ligion, than he has often comprised in one ser- 
mon. This meeting was attended by many of 
the leading members of the new sect, who had 
a full opportunity of hearing from himself, the 
real sentiments of their founder. 

At their meeting for business on the follow- 
Ng morning, we are informed that Elias Hicks 
again attended, and stated, that although he 


| he was brought under the humbling power of divine 
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‘ | . . 
ly after he had promulgated such doctrines as\“ Oh, righteous Father! who can adore thee suffi- 
he did on first day, must go very far towards| tly, who hast provided such means for our salva- 


settling the question as to the religious princi-| 


~ : | 
ples of the seceders. In our view they have! 
thus officially recognized his doctrines as their) 
own, and mare themselves responsible for them. | 


The number of persons attending their) 
meeting is much smaller than it was expected) 
to be, and, we are informed, has been a matter 
of disappointment to many among themselves. | 
It is probable we may have occasion again to| 
notice this subject, when we shall lay before} 
the readers of “ The Friend’? some further! 
facts and observations. 





DEATHS. 

Died, on first day evening, the 6th instant, in the 
66th year of his age, Cueyney Jerrenis, late of 
Chester county, Pennsylvania. 

In the removal of this excellent man from the 
sphere of usefulnéss which he has long filled with 
dignity and propriety, a great loss has been sustain- 
ed, both in civil and religious society. In early life, 


grace, and yielding submission thereto, he became a 
steady, exemplary, and religious character. Being 
convinced of the rectitude of the principles held by 
the religious Society of Friends, he applied, and was 
received into membership amongst them; and keep- 
ing close to his exercises, he was qualified for useful- 
ness in the church. He was appointed to the sta- 
tion of an elder many years previous to his death, 
and fulfilled the duties of this important office, as well 
as other services in the Society, with fidelity and ac- 
ceptance. His manners were affable and pleasing— 
his disposition kind, amiable, and social—his piety 
sincere, fervent, and unassuming. He was a sted- 
fast and sympathizing friend, an obliging neighbour, 
and a useful citizen. In his own house he was re- 
markable for great hospitality, and the cheerfulness 
and ease with which he received and entertained his 
guests. 

Some years previous to his decease, his health be- 
came much impaired, in consequence of the rupture 
of a small artery in the lungs, from the effeets of 
which he never entirely recovered, although he was 
so much better as to get out from home. In the lat- 
ter part of last year, he was again confined to the 
house with indisposition, which continued with but 
little intermission, until the period of his decease. 
During this long and tedious confinement, he was 
mercifully preserved in much patience and resigna- 
tion to the divine will, evincing that his affections 
were gradually weaning from earth and earthly at- 
tachments, and his spirit preparing for an admission 
into that glorious kingdom of rest and peace, towards 
which it was fast approaching. On fifth day previ- 
ous to his decease, he grew much worse; and on the 
following day it became apparent that the powers of 
nature were rapidly sinking under the ravages of dis- 
ease, and that ere long death must put a period to 
his sufferings. On seventh day morning, his articu- 
lation, which had been somewhat obstructed, became 
clear, and he imparted much excellent advice to his 
beloved children, and those around him, His mind 
seemed sweetly clothed with divine love, manifest- 
ing the most affectionate tenderness towards his fa- 
mily, and during the succeedipg night he was fre- 
quently heard, with a melodious voice, supplicating 


at the throne of grace for divine support. 


On first day, he appeared to be closely engaged in 


had obtained the necessary credentials from | contemplating the important concerns of religion; 
Jericho meeting for performing this visit, yet|@m4 he made many observations, indicating the 
he bad come from home and forgot them. 'Vhe| humble, confiding state of his mind. After remark- 


meeting, notwithstanding this circumstance, 
minuted his attendance and services with ex- 
pressions of approbation and unity. Thus Elias 
Hicks and the separatists within the limits of 
Philadelphia yearly meeting are completely 
identified ; and the fact of their having made a 


jing that he had fallen into the hands of a merciful 


God, he thus ejaculated:—*O Lord, wilt thou be 
pleased to be with me! I am a poor creature; I have 
nothing but what I have received of thee. If they 
reject and despise Thee,O Lord, to whom can they 
go in prayer? for thou art all in all. I pray thee, O 
Lord, that | may enter into thy glorious kingdom. 
Wilt thou be pleased to blot all my transgressions 


minute approving him and his labours, direct-| out of thy holy book?” Some time after, he said, 


tion? Oh, may my heart adore thee! O Lord, thou 
art altogether adorable.” 


On another occasion— We are here to-day and 
gone to-morrow. ‘Oh, what a humbling considera- 
tion!” “I trust in thee, O Lord; cause the incomes 
of thy love to fill my heart—in thy due and appoint- 
ed time, be pleaséd to remember me. I am poor 
and weak—I have need of thy holy help.” ‘Then, as 
if permitted to partake of that holy consolation and 
support which his soul longed for, he added, “ By thee 
I can run through a troop: by thee I can leap over a 
wall.” . He continued in this sweet and heavenly 
frame of mind, supplicating, and making melody un- 
to God, until about half past ten o'clock at night, 
when he quietly breathed his last. His remains 
were interred in Friends” burial ground at West- 
Chester on the third day afternoon. following, at- 
tended by a large concourse of his friends and neigh- 
bours, and, we believe, it may safely be said, there 
were few persons more generally beloved and re- 
spected by all who knew him. 

He died as he had’ lived, a siricere and firm believer 
in the precious truths of the gospel, as revealed by 
the dear Son of God, and recorded by holy men in 
the sacred scriptures. His. views of Christian re- 
demption, as purchased for mankind, through the 
coming, and sufferings, and déath of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, and wrought out by his Holy 
Spirit in the heart, were clear and scriptural, and as 
occasion required, he meekly, but earnestly, contend- 
ed for the precious faith once delivered to the saints. 
While we contemplate with emotions of sorrow and 
regret, his removal from amongst us, at a period, in 
which, to our imperfect vision, his faithful labours 
would have been peculiarly useful in the militant 
church, we are reminded that He in whose hand is 
the breath of every living thing, doeth all: things 
aright. Having filled up the measure of suffering 
and duty allotted him here on earth, we rejoice in the 
unshaken belief that our beloved friend has been 
called home to become an inhabitant of one of those 
**many mansions” which the dear Saviour went be- 
fore to prepare for his believing disciples, in the house 
of our heavenly Father—there to unite with the spirits 
of the just made perfect, in ascribing glory, honour, 
salvation, and strength to the Lord God and the 
Lamb. 

Died, at Burlington, N. J. on the 9th ult. Mary D. 
Sarva, a valuable member and elder of the Society 
of Friends, in the 64th year of her age. 

It would ill comport with the retiring delicacy 
which marked her character through life—the humble 
views which she entertained of herself, to say all 
which might justly be said of our deceased friend. 
Her memory, however, will be cherished by many, 
who will readily admit the appropriateness of the 
following simple but expressive lines, applied on the 
occasion, by one who both knew and highly esteem- 
ed her, the day subsequent to her peaceful close, 

“Such excellence as thine 
We scarce have known; 
We hail thy change, 
And meditate our own,” 


Died, in this city, on the morning of the 17th inst. 
at his residence in Mulberry near Seventh street, in 
the 39th year of his age, Dr. Samurnt Emien, a much 
esteemed member of the Socicty of Friends, and of 
increasing eminence as a physician. 





To continue inflexible to the importunity of 
the passions, and to resist the solicitations of 
vice, when she bears before her the bewitch- 
ing mask of pleasure, is a task to which we 
should summon all our fortitude. If every ave- 
nue is not watched with the utmost attention. 
and defended with the strongest guard, the vi- 
gilant enemy will have the advantage. 

Langhorne. 





PRINTED BY ADAM WALDIE & CO. 
Corner of Fifth and Cherry Streets. 


re: 














CORNE! 


Price Tr 








JO 


Ober! 
improvil 
The firs 
widenin 
taking § 
ing dow 
frequent 
great lo 
unporta 
his own 
mestic s 
ous Sp 
whole p 
raised t 
torrents 
course 
five vill 
they pr 
the gre 
rocks 
bridge 
and fu 
Nothin 
yielded 
They | 
danger 
wanting 

@accumt 
his dis 
and in | 
work v 

Whe 
tools, t 
want o 
lin ope 
article 
purcha 
round. 
clothec 
towns, 
introdt 
masons 
trades 
neighb 

In 1 
but wi 
duce h 
kinds. 
sion W 





